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modalities. Although the WHO criteria for the diagnosis of acute myocardial infarction have been known for decades, there is still much debate as to
the proper use of these, especially the handling of biochemical markers. Traditional enzymes have limitations in diagnostic power and new markers
have unclarified applicability with regard to standardisation of assays and decision limits. Furthermore, the growing understanding of the
conception of minimal myocardial damage in the borderzone between unstable angina pectoris and myocardial infarction necessitates refinement
in the definitions of the various entities within the kaleidoscope of acute myocardial ischaemia. There has been a strong impetus within the
European Society of Cardiology to present this subject to a broad audience of cardiologists, and as a consequence the theme of biochemical
markers has become an important constituent of the Education and Training Programmes of the Society. This book has fundamental implications
for the overall comprehension of this complex area. This book on myocardial damage, compiled by international experts, will truly appeal to the
basic scientist as well as the clinician searching for updated knowledge of the pathophysiology and risk stratification of unstable coronary
syndromes. 236 pp. Englisch.
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