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***%* With a lurch the train came to a dead stop and Margaret Earle, hastily gathering up her belongings, hurried down the aisle and got out into the
night. It occurred to her, as she swung her heavy suit-case down the rather long step to the ground, and then carefully swung herself after it, that it
was strange that neither conductor, brakeman, nor porter had come to help her off the train, when all three had taken the trouble to tell her that
hers was the next station; but she could hear voices up ahead. Perhaps something was the matter with the engine that detained them and they had
forgotten her for the moment. The ground was rough where she stood, and there seemed no sign of a platform. Did they not have platforms in this
wild Western land, or was the train so long that her car had stopped before reaching it? She strained her eyes into the darkness, and tried to make
out things from the two or three specks of light that danced about like fireflies in the distance. She could dimly see moving figures away up near the
engine, and each one evidently carried a lantern. The train was tremendously long. A sudden feeling of isolation took possession of her. Perhaps she
ought not to have got out until some one came to help her. Perhaps the train had not pulled into the station yet and she ought to get back on it and
wait. Yet if the train started before she found the conductor she might be carried on somewhere and be justly blame her for a fool.[.].
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