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Hancock House, 2000. Condition: New. A history of men who worked the rivers in the Rocky Mountain Trench. Dri? back in history to time when the
rivermen still plied their trade through the northern rivers of BC. Crooked River Rats tells the tales of men and women who traveled the river
highways living and working in the wilderness. Generations of trappers, hunters, big game guides and prospectors depended on the riverboat for
their supplies. Using brute strength and strong will, these river pioneers endured much hardship as they opened up the northern bush. These are
their stories. Today as motorists travel the John Hart Highway running north from Prince George they will see the Crooked River appear on the west
side of the road. It is a very slow-running stream that is for the most part shallow and o?en very narrow. Yes, the river is unimposing and quiet now,
but only fi?y years ago this river was the only highway to the north and, as such, teemed with activity. All the freight to the north was carried along
the Crooked, Pack, Parsnip, Finlay and Peace Rivers by long riverboat. The decades of the 1920s, 30s, and 40s were the heyday of the rivermen. These
were the years when the price of wild fur was high. Roads had penetrated the headwaters of the Crooked and Pack Rivers by the 50s, but the country
northward still was serviced mainly by riverboats until 1969 when Williston Lake was formed by hydro development, thereby cutting oG the rivers.
The communities and trading posts of McLeod Lake, Finlay Forks, Fort Graham and Fort Ware all depended on the river highways for their existence.
Generations of trappers, hunters and big game guides, as well as independent prospectors depended on the boats for their supplies. These
provisions...
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