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My dear Watson, you know how bored | have been since we locked up Colonel Carruthers. My mind is like a racing engine, tearing itself to pieces
because it is not connected up with the work for which it was built. Life is commonplace, the papers are sterile; audacity and romance seem to have
passed forever from the criminal world. Can you ask me, then, whether | am ready to look into any new problem, however trivial it may prove? But
here, unless | am mistaken, is our client. A measured step was heard upon the stairs, and a moment later a stout, tall, gray-whiskered and solemnly
respectable person was ushered into the room. His life history was written in his heavy features and pompous manner. From his spats to his gold-
rimmed spectacles he was a Conservative, a churchman, a good citizen, orthodox and conventional to the last degree. But some amazing
experience had disturbed his native composure and left its traces in his bristling hair, his flushed, angry cheeks, and his flurried, excited manner. He
plunged instantly into his business.
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