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**xxx Excerpt from The Visitor s Guide to the Public Rooms and Cabinets Amherst College: With a Preliminary Report The Curator has several objects
in view in preparing this brief outline of the Public Rooms and the most interesting objects in the Cabinets of Amherst College. The first is to furnish
visitors with the means of profitably examining the collections, of which most persons, who pass through them without such a guide, obtain a very
meagre knowledge. The second is to furnish visitors with a souvenir of the cabinets, which they can profitably examine on their return home. The
third is a hope that visitors and others may be led to patronize the cabinets, either by pecuniary donations or by specimens; and especially when
they learn that nearly all the collections have been placed here, not by money from the College treasury, but by individual effort and beneficence.
The fourth is to make this pamphlet a sort of Curator s report of his labors and the present state of the cabinets, to the Trustees Prudential
Committee, the College officers, and friends in the community. In reference to this last object the Curator ventures to remark, that he has reason to
suppose that the nature and duties of his office are but imperfectly understood by many, and therefore he feels bound to state what in his view they
embrace. It is probable that most persons consider that the chief and almost the only duty of the curator is to have an oversight and
superintendence of the cabinets, taking care that they are kept secure from injury, and in a proper state for exhibition and use by the professors.
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