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***** The U.S. military has provided support to civil authorities in response to civil emergencies and natural disasters dating back to the Truman era.
The terminology applied to this function has varied over the years: military assistance, or military support to civil authorities; military support of
civil defense; and employment of military resources in natural disaster emergencies within the United States. As will be illustrated in this report s
discussion of U.S. Defense Department (DoD) regulatory documents, the specific responsibilities of the department and the service branches were
initially divided between civil defense (attacks on the United States) and disaster-related civil emergencies, but now are addressed collectively as
Military Support to Civil Authorities (MSCA) as a matter of departmental policy and doctrine. In addition, the events of September 11, 2001, and the
subsequent creation of a homeland security infrastructure have resulted in the adoption of MSCA policy in the context of the broader issue of
homeland defense. However, both the core regulations and the DoD internal directive that govern MSCA predate the post-9/11 world, because they
were adopted in 1993. In addition, the primary statutory authority for these documents is the Federal Civil Defense Act of 1950, which was repealed in
1994. Consequently, all of the recent policy statements defining MSCA and establishing DoD s role are found in homeland security directives and
strategy documents issued by the White House and the military. The U.S. Department of Defense, in its 2005 Strategy for Homeland Defense and Civil
Support, defines defense support of civil authorities as DoD support, including Federal military forces, the Department s career civilian and
contractor personnel, and DoD agency and component assets, for domestic emergencies and...
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