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*****.Excerpt from Historical Memoir of the Last Year of the Life of Frederick II, King of Prussia Notwithstanding his desperate situation, he did not
remit for a moment his custom, to read all the dispatches of his foreign ministers, to dictate every morning, from four to seven, the answers that
were to be sent immediately to those dispatches, and to keep up a regular correspondence with the ministers of his cabinet and those for foreign
aEairs, on all great political concerns. Thus did he continue, during those seven months of the year 1786, to labour in establishing his last grand
System of the Germanic Union; at the same time he interposed, as eEicaciously as circumstances would permit, in the disputes of Holland, and
maintained the principles he had laid down, and the rights of his own state against the claims of the city of Dantzic. He kept up the same exact and
daily correspondence with the ministers in the department of justice, and in that of finance; and directed himself, without any minister or general,
the whole of the military correspondence, dictating his orders to his secretaries and aid-du-camps. I remember that, a few days before his death, he
even prescribed to these last all the man uvres that were to be performed at the reviews in Silesia, adverting to the minutest circumstances of
locality. At the same time he sent for General D Anhalt to Potzdam, to impart some grand arrangements for the levy of free battalions, to expedite
the movement of the army in case of a war, with other matters. In the same circumstances, he ordered to Potzdam the ministers of state De Hoym...
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