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**xxxx Excerpt from A Non-Euclidean Theory of Matter and Electricity The theory of matter and electricity which | shall undertake to present in this
essay is based first of all on the broad assumption that there exists a physical substratum - the so-called ether - which, with its states and mutations,
wholly constitutes the physical universe. Other, less general assumptions of the theory are the following: - 1. The ether is self-extended; that is, what
we are accustomed to call space is the general, constitutional extension of the ether. 2. The ether is self-existing; or, time is the continuous existence
of the ether. 3. The ether is continuous, limitless, and indestructible. 4. Space, or the constitutional extension of the ether, contains both variety and
change of form. In other words, non-homogeneity and mutability are attributes belonging to space. 5. The normal form of space is the Euclidean
form; or, every smallest deviation of space from the homogeneous, Euclidean form is accompanied by appropriate forces in the substance of the
ether which tend to restore the spatial relations of its parts to the mathematical relations of Euclidean geometry. 6. Lastly, spatial distances and
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