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Andrew C. Zenos, D. D., Hosmer Professor of New Testament Exegesis, January 16, 1889 In assuming the duties of the chair, to which these exercises
officially inaugurate me, | cannot overlook the peculiar importance of its history. During the first fifty-three years of its life this Seminary has had
but two Professors of New Testament Exegesis. The first of these, the venerable Dr. Thompson, one of the founders of the institution, is still with us. |
cannot tell how much his presence enhances the solemnity of this hour to me. It must certainly remind us all of the original intent and purpose of
those who labored and sacrificed for the successful founding of the Seminary. | am sure | express the sentiment of us all when | say, long may he
abide with us, not only to link the present with the past, but also to take part in the work of consolidating and enlarging the usefulness of the
institution. The second teacher of New Testament Exegesis, and properly the first incumbent of the Hosmer Professorship, was the able teacher and
eminent scholar, Dr. Matthew B. Riddle. Were it customary for incoming occupants of Seminary professorships to speak extensively of their
predecessors, as it is, for example, for members of the National Academy of France on taking their seats in that august body, we would find enough
to occupy us profitably this hour in recounting the public labors of one whose work, through the Committee of Revision and independently, cannot
fail to form a permanent factor...
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