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Salem Press Inc, United States, 2010. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. Stephen King has been terrorizing America
ever since Carrie was published in 1974. For nearly forty years, he has fed our imaginations with a panoply of spooks and monsters, from telekinetic
teenagers, vampires, and malevolent clowns to space aliens, crazed fans, haunted hotels, and our own psyches. Moreover, he is one of the country s
most commercially successful writers: His books regularly shoot to the tops of best-seller lists, and in 2009 alone he earned an estimated $30 million.
Yet for all of King s popular success, critics have long been hesitant to welcome him into the pantheon of American literature. Though the National
Book Foundation awarded King its Medal for Distinguished Contribution to American Letters in 2003, critics such as Harold Bloom have continued to
dismiss him as just another catalyst in the shocking process of dumbing down our cultural life. Edited and with an introduction by Gary
Hoppenstand, Professor of American Cultures at Michigan State University, this volume in the Critical Insights series brings together a variety of
perspectives on King s contribution to American literature and popular culture. Hoppenstand s introduction situates King within the horror genre
and American popular and literary fiction, and Nathaniel Rich of The Paris Review offers a writer s appreciation of King s fictive powers.A brief
biography acquaints readers with the essential details of King s life, and a quartet of new essays helps them build a framework for in-depth study.
Amy Palko describes how King has attempted to straddle the gap between popular fiction and serious literature, and Philip L. Simpson reviews King
s popular and critical reception. Dominick Grace examines the metafictional elements of three King works, and Matthew J. Bolton demonstrates
how Robert Browning...
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