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*****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1910 edition. Excerpt: .which recalls the horrible vices of the Emperor Muretsu. He
was not only fond of witnessing public executions and trials by torture, but he acted at times as the executioner or the torturer. Not satisfied with the
ordinary methods of execution, he used to slowly hack criminals to pieces with his sword, to cut off their arms or legs, or to make them living
targets to be slowly shot to death with firearms or arrows. The horrors of his cruelty to women rival those of Muretsu, and, like Muretsu s, do not
bear telling. With all these savage qualities, he was favourably disposed towards Christianity, and was regarded by the Jesuit priests as a promising
convert. The birth of a child from Hideyoshi s sixth wife, Yodo, daughter of Azai, Prince of Bizen, and, according to the Jesuits, the dearest and best
beloved of all his wives, changed all the nephew s prospects in life. He could no longer hope to inherit the wealth and dignity of his uncle, and the
disappointment was embittered by the fact that he had three children of his own, two of them sons, in whom he fondly hoped the family honours
would have been vested on his own death, to continue a race of hereditary rulers of the Empire. The disappointment was still further embittered by
the credence which was generally given to the report that Hideyoshi s newly-born child was supposititious, a credence in which the nephew...
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