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Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Friars and Filipinos: An Abridged Translation of Dr. Jose Rizal s Tagalog Novel, Noli Me Tangere While serving
on the staF of the first United States Commission to the Philippine Islands my attention was called to the life and writings of Dr. Jose Rizal. I found in
his novel, Noli Me Tangere, the best picture of the life of the people of those islands under Spanish rule, and the clearest exposition of the
governmental problems which Spain failed to solve, and with which our own people must deal. It occurred to me that an English translation of Rizal
s work would be of great value at the present time. My first intention was to reproduce the entire novel as it was written, but, aGer careful
consideration, I thought best to abridge the story by the omission of some parts which did not seem essential to the main purpose of the work. The
present volume is the result. Readers should not understand any of Rizal s references to priests and friars as reflections upon the Roman Catholic
Church. He was throughout his life an ardent Catholic, and died a firm adherent of the Church. But he objected to the religious orders in the
Philippine Islands, because he knew well that they were more zealous in furthering their own selfish ends than in seeking the advancement of
Christianity. From experience. Dr. Rizal knew that the friars, under cloak of the gospel ministry, oppressed his fellow countrymen, and took
advantage of their superstition and ignorance. These wrongs he was brave enough to expose in his writings. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
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