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crops, and leave it and break down more. I have passed through tracts of country that looked more
like the destruction of an army than inhabitants settling for life, much less providing a settlement
for future generations, and as the settlement of our country now goes on, one or two hundred
years will have swept the whole, and the tide will set from west to east. Should you think best to
settle in business at the west, I shall do nothing to discourage you, and very likely it may be the best
plan you can select. You have doubtless learned by this time, that the country does not make the
man, but man gives character to the country; that energy and perseverance are necessary in every
plan. I have one son only. I hope he will, if he lives...
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