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*****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1919 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER VIl THE ECONOMIC QUESTION THE LORRAINE IRON
The Rheinisch-W estfalische Zeitung said after the beginning of the present war: Bismarck was actuated solely by strategic reasons when he annexed
Alsacelorraine. But the country had a considerable economic value. 1) We have at Pechelbronn, in Alsace, the only important oil-well in all
Germany. . 2) In Upper-Alsace there are rich potash deposits. If this region belonged to France, the German potash monopoly, which renders all
foreign lands, especially North America, tributary to our country, would be lost. . . 3) ... Terror strikes us when we think what would have happened
to us in the present war if we had not had the Lorraine iron fields in our possession. . . . Wetterle, L Alsace-Lorraine doit . . ., p. 170. ) Of the
production of iron ore within the district covered by the Zollverein (Germany and Luxembourg) in 1913, which amounted to almost 36,000,000 tons,
21,100,000 came from Lorraine and 7,300,000 from Luxembourg. The Rheinisch-W estfalische Zeitung may well shudder with terror at the thought of
what would have happened to Germany in the present war but for the iron lands she seized fifty years ago in Lorraine, a country as French as
Gascony, a country which had been thor i The slag, a by-product of the Lorraine iron industry, is valuable as fertilizer. In 1914, America imported
74,588 tons of it, valued at $20 a ton. (S. Brooks, in...
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