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Emereo Classics, Australia, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
***** How many men and women who have lived more than 2,000 years ago have impressed us with their humanity? We tend to see the statuary,
but rarely the person behind it. When you read this outstanding title, you see that Marcus Tullius Cicero has a human face -- and it shows in his work.
The Roman Republic that Cicero loved was falling apart. Marius and Sulla, the Gracchi, the conflicts over the powers of the tribunes had dealt a
severe blow to a form of government that had proved itself adequate for governing a city-state, but less so for managing a multi-cultural empire.
Cicero fought valiantly against corrupt governors like Verres (Against Verres) and would-be dictators like Marc Antony (2nd Phillipic Against Antony).
When he finally threw in his lot with Pompey, he picked the wrong horse and put himself in harms way. Eventually, Augustus and Antony had him
killed as an obstacle to their plans. The wonderful letters that Cicero wrote to his friend Atticus and others such as Pompey show his hurt at having
been rudely pushed aside. He saw himself as the Savior of Rome for his part in quashing the conspiracy of Catiline, but he lived in a world where
What have you done for me lately? was the question of the day. Increasingly, Cicero turned to farming and philosophizing. His essays reprinted here,
are penetrating, humane, and even Christian in a way. One could see why monk copyists of the Middle Ages saw in the Roman senator a pre-
Christian piety at work. This book is definitely a keeper.
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