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Their motives are inspired by that faith which is conversant with the realities of another world, and which is concerned for the interests of an eternal
existence. In other words, they have been persuaded, by their love of God, by the obligations which bind them to the service of Christ, and by their
regard for the salvation of immortal souls, to do what they may towards extending through the world the purifying and saving influence of
Christian truth. In prosecuting this design, they find themselves compelled not only to contend with the hostility of open infidelity, and to endure an
uncommon share of the mean-spirited abuse which is heaped on every noble undertaking, but also to meet the coldness and the frowns of men who
call themselves the friends of Christianity, and whose habitual generosity might seem to ensure the most eHicient co-operation. The reason of this is
obvious. The enterprise, as I have already said, presents itself in the character of a purely Christian undertaking. It aims to perpetuate, and
strengthen, and extend the influence of true Christianity; and it is a thing to be expected that the men who have taken up arms against the gospel of
God, will array all their force against the progress of such an enterprise. It seeks to accomplish this purpose, by increasing the numbers and
elevating the character of the Christian Ministry; and it is a matter of course that such eHorts should be extraordinarily exposed to the vulgar
obloquy, which delights in the profanation of...
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