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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****Tsevi Hirsch Kalischer (1795-1874) was one of the first Orthodox rabbis to advocate direct political
action in order to radically transform Jewish life. Kalischer lived in a time when Jewish tradition was increasingly challenged by rational thought
and social integration. Applying his knowledge of rabbinic literature to the unusual historical events unfolding around him, he became convinced
that behind the rise of individual Jews to great power was a divine plan to prepare the way for messianic redemption. Kalischer anticipated that in
his own lifetime he would see the ingathering of the Jews, the renewed cultivation of the land of Israel, and the restoration of sacrificial worship.
This would be achieved not through supernatural agency but by the efforts of the Jews themselves, in the spirit of the time. The Jewish people was
obligated by God to seek Zion . Kalischer began his quest as early as 1836 when he approached the banker Amschel Mayer Rothschild with a plan to
acquire Jerusalem and revive sacrificial worship. However, lacking Rothschild s co-operation and the approval of his rabbinic colleagues, Kalischer
set aside his dream for almost twenty years. In 1862, spurred to action by the granting of equal rights to Jews and European assistance to the Jews
of Palestine, he published his theories in Derishat tsiyon (Seeking Zion). From then until his death, Kalischer promoted and raised funds on behalf of
the establishment of agricultural communes in Palestine. In this book Jody Myers explores for the first time the full range of Kalischer s writings-
philosophical essays, correspondence, halakhic research, and biblical exegesis-presenting and critically analysing his groundbreaking formulation
of modern messianic activism,...
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