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Grin Verlag Sep 2010, 2010. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 215x149x20 mm. This item is printed on demand - Print on Demand Titel. - Document
from the year 2010 in the subject Biology - Zoology, grade: -, -, language: English, abstract: Abstract The habitat of the four extant hyena species
covers all of Africa and large parts of Asia. Hyenas living in this enormous area have been described by local and western observers for more than
2000 years. Many names have been given to the hyenas in the wide range of languages in which they have been described and several legends and
wrong ideas about hyenas have also been spread. In the present study we want to retrace how the wrong perceptions about the hyena, the histoires
absurdes as Comte de Buffon has called them, developed and how they were overcome by several scholars in a protracted process. Due to their
research work we know today that the mysterious animal hyaena comprises four species which together build up the Hyaenidae family. We will start
by introducing these species shortly (chap. 2). Thereafter we return to the beginning of the hyena history and outline the classical Greco-Roman
reports on the hyena and how until the Renaissance and beyond these modelled the occidental perceptions of this animal (chap. 3). Then we
examine how the single members of the Hyaenidae family were discovered, described and named by later naturalists and zoologists. In
chronological order these were the striped hyena (Hyaena hyaena), the spotted hyena (Crocuta crocuta), the brown hyena (Parahyaena brunnea)
and finally the aardwolf (Proteles cristatus) (chap. 4 and 5). Special attention is paid to the first zoological description of the striped hyena by the
traveller and naturalist Engelbert Kaempfer from the end of the 17th century. The value of this widely unknown...
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