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Demand *****. But when he arose from the long and dread conflict with sin, and entered upon his Christian life, he decidedly preferred
emancipation from forms of prayer, and treated them with great severity. He considered that the most essential qualification for the Christian
ministry is the gift of prayer. Upon this subject learned and pious men have differed; but the opinions of one so eminently pious, and so well-taught
in the Scriptures, are worthy of our careful investigation. Great allowances must be made for all that appears harsh in language, because urbanity
was not the fashion of that day in religious controversy. He had been most cruelly imprisoned, with threats of transportation, and even an
ignominious death, for refusing conformity to the Book of Common Prayer. Being conscientiously and prayerfully decided in his judgment, he set all
these threats at defiance, and boldly, at the risk of his life, published this treatise, while yet a prisoner in Bedford jail; and it is a clear, concise, and
scriptural discourse, setting forth his views upon this most important subject.Any preconceived form would have fettered Bunyan s free spirit; he
was a giantin prayer, and commanded the deepest reverence while leading the public devotions of the largest congregations. The great question as
to public prayer is whether the minister should, relying upon Divine assistance, offer up prayer to God in the Saviour s name, immediately conceived
under a sense of His presence; or whether it is better, as it is certainly easier, to read a form of prayer, from time to time, skillfully arranged, and
with every regard to beauty of language? Which of these modes is most in accordance with the...
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