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***x* Excerpt from Pocahontas, the Virginia Nonpareil: A Drama The several attempts to effect an English settlement upon the continent of America,
prior to 1607, met with failure and disaster. In 1584, Sir Walter Raleigh coasted the Carolinas and took formal possession of the country, naming it
Virginia, in honor of Elizabeth, England s glorious maiden Queen. This venture was simply one of exploration. A year later, Raleigh promoted a
colony of one hundred and eight, which, under Sir Ralph Lane, made settlement on the island of Roanoke. This colony was abandoned in the
following year, the majority of its members returning to England. Fifty of the party, left in charge of the settlement, were utterly annihilated by the
savages. This event, together with the reports spread broadcast in England by the returned adventurers, were not calculated to encourage further
attempts at colonization. Among the archives of the British Government is a letter from one of these Roanoke colonists to a friend at home, which
sets forth, in substance, among other things, this discouraging piece of information: This frightful wilderness must surely be the death of all of us,
for never could a Christian hope to live in such a land of abominations. The greatest summer heat at home is but the mildness of spring to what we
suffer here. We are, for the most time, stricken with vicious fevers, and rest at night is impossible, owing to the swarms of winged and stinging
insects, that suck one s blood. Besides these plagues, legions of painted heathens perform their devilish dances round about, and threaten us with
their weapons. It is scarcely to be wondered, that people living...
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