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Chemical Physics Physical and Chemical Changes. - If, next, we study the various changes to which all substances are liable, we shall find that they
also may be divided into two classes; - first, those changes by which the specific properties are not altered; and, see ondly, those by which the
specific properties are essentially modi fied, and the identity of the substance lost. Thus a mass of copper may be transported to a distant part of the
globe, it may be di vided into exceedingly small particles, it may be melted and cast into nails, it may be coined; but yet, although the position, the
size, or the external shape is thus entirely changed, those quali ties which distinguish copper, which make it to be copper, are not altered. Water may
be frozen by cold or converted into steam by heat, yet the water is not destroyed; for if the ice be melted, or the steam condensed, ?uid water
reappears, with all its characteristic properties. A bar of iron, when in contact with a magnet, becomes itself magnetic, and acquires the power of
attracting small particles of iron. So also a stick of sealing wax, if rubbed with a silk handkerchief, becomes electrified, and endowed with the power
of attracting light pieces of paper; but the peculiar properties of iron and sealing-wax are not essentially modified by these changes. Such changes,
which do not destroy the identity of substance, are called Physical Changes. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands
of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct...
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