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***x* Excerpt from The Journal of Cutaneous Diseases Including Syphilis, 1917, Vol. 35 Major Vedder further estimates that 13 per cent, of the insanity
in the army is directly attributable to syphilis. The frequency of death from syphilis is difficult to determine, as it is seldom given as a direct or
contributing cause in death certificates Many cases are reported as arteriosclerosis, apoplexy, or from other causes. The application of the
Wassermann reaction has shown that syphilis directly or indirectly is the cause of death in diseases in which its causation was formerly not known
or only suspected. Lesser found that in 10 per cent, of all necropsies performed residuums of syphilitic disease were found. Syphilis is given by many
authorities as the most frequent cause of death after tuberculosis. By others tuberculosis is not even excepted but syphilis is given first place. It is
estimated that in large cities about 25 per cent, of individuals infected with syphilis die from some heart condition, and 3 to 4 per cent, from a
syphilitic condition of the liver, kidneys, or other organs. Dr. Symmers report on 4,809 necropsies performed at Bellevue during the past ten years
showed that in 6.5 per cent, effects definitely attributable to syphilis were present. It was found that in the majority of the cases, namely 55.7 per
cent., the blood vessels bear the brunt of the affection, with disease of the liver in 37 per cent., and of the nervous system in 35.6 per cent. Statistics of
life insurance companies are of value. Blaschko found that of S,000 policy holders one third died as the result of syphilis. His studies went back over
a...
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