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*****.Excerpt from The Right of Property and the Ownership of Land Social science seeks to understand the laws of the structure of human society
with a view to use its knowledge for the increase of human welfare. Man s nature is so complex that social science has diCicultly in grasping all its
phases. It has again and again found itself in error, because it has omitted some essential phase of society, in computing the elements of a social
problem. In this session of our Congress, we have already discussed the importance of a complete inventory of the topics that lie within the province
of Social Science. We must comprehend the scope of the whole, and be able to make clear to ourselves by a definition the essential items in our
general survey. We must discover one by one, all the elements that condition the problem of society, and learn to keep them in view when we seek
an answer to any given question. We are all aware of the dismal failure of political economy to explain the phenomena of wealth and poverty as an
isolated province of human welfare. Man is a property-using animal, indeed, but this definition does not exhaust the nature of man. For man has
three other provinces of activity equally essential. He reproduces his race by the institution of the family and sets up a process of compensation for
the inequalities of sex, age, and other limitations of individuality, such as disease and personal peculiarities. Property and its production, exchange,
distribution and consumption demand a social combination which we call the community or civil society, an institution quite distinct from the
family. Nevertheless...
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