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FALLING UPWARDS

Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not Signed; 'Nominally a history of the hot air balloon, 'Falling Upwards' is really a history of hope and fantasy -
and the quixotic characters who disobeyed that most fundamental laws of physics and gave humans flight' New Republic, Best Books of 2013
CHOSEN AS BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR IN ** Guardian ** New Statesman ** Daily Telegraph ** New Republic ** TIME Magazine 10 Top Nonfiction
Books of 2013 ** The New Republic Best Books of 2013 ** Kirkus Best Books of the Year (2013)** From ambitious scientists rising above the clouds to
test the air, to brave generals floating over enemy lines to watch troop movements, this wonderful book oEers a seamless fusion of history, art,
science, biography and the metaphysics of flight. It is a masterly portrait of human endeavour, recklessness, vision and hope. In this heart-liFing
book, Richard Holmes, author of the best-selling The Age of Wonder, follows the daring and enigmatic men and women who risked their lives to take
to the air (or fall into the sky). Why they did it, what their contemporaries thought of them, and how their flights revealed the secrets of our planet is
a compelling adventure that only Holmes could tell. It is not a conventional history of ballooning. In a sense it is not really about balloons at all. It is
about what balloons gave rise to. It is about the spirit of discovery itself and the extraordinary human drama it produces. From the dramatic and
exhilarating early Anglo-French balloon rivalries, the crazy firework flights of the beautiful Sophie Blanchard, the long-distance voyages of the
American entrepreneur John Wise and French photographer Felix Nadar to the balloons used to observe the horrors of modern battle during the
Civil War (including a flight taken...
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R ead  Write In c.  P h o n ics:  Y ello w  Set 5  Sto ry b o o k 7 Do  We H av e to  Keep  it?                      
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