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visit involved her happiness. My work is rather heavy just now too, as you know. The question is, could | work there-with a lot of unassorted people in
the house? Mabel doesn t mention any other people, Bill, was my sister s rejoinder. | gather she s alone-as well as lonely. By the way she looked
sideways out of the window at nothing, it was obvious she was disappointed, but to my surprise she did not urge the point; and as | glanced at Mrs.
Franklyn s invitation lying upon her sloping lap, the neat, childish handwriting conjured up a mental picture of the banker s widow, with her timid,
insignificant personality, her pale grey eyes and her expression as of a backward child. | thought, too, of the roomy country mansion her late
husband had altered to suit his particular needs, and of my visit to it a few years ago when its barren spaciousness suggested a wing of Kensington
Museum fitted up temporarily as a place to eat and sleep in. Comparing it mentally with the poky Chelsea flat where | and my sister kept
impecunious house, | realized other points as well.
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