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***x* Excerpt from An Historical Address Delivered Before the Citizens of Springfield in Massachusetts, at the Public May 26 1911 of the Two Hundred
and Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of the Settlement: With Five Appendices, Viz; Meaning of Indian Local Names, the Cartography of Springfield, Old
Place Names of Springfield, Unrecorded Deed of Nippumsuit, Unrecorded Deed of Paupsunnuck The year 1636 is memorable in the annals of the
Commonwealth for the foundation of her great university; it is scarcely less for the settlement of one of her largest cities. It was then at the
beginning of things for New England. Peregrine White, born on the Mayflower, as she lay in the harbor of Cape Cod, was but a boy of fifteen when a
few dozen people, men, women and children, having followed Indian trails for several days, travelling westward from the vicinity of Boston, arrived
on the shores of the Connecticut. We know not whether the arrival was in the morning or at midday or at the coming of night; nor whether the day
itself showed the mild rays of the sun of May shining in a cloudless heaven and setting forth all nature, bird and beast, tree and flower, in the colors
of active and joyous life or was not rather one of those that come in those seasons of rain after an early drouth when, nature, though renewing
herself for still further beauty, nevertheless is draped in gloom, the bird sheltering himself in the thicket and the flower closing its petals against a
sunless sky. We could wish that these settlers had the inspiration of bright days, coming as they did to a spot where the house built...
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