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opportunity to provide the Department with additional input before we release the final FOA by mid
summer with an announcement of selections targeted for December of this year. As I explained at
the start, coal is a strategic energy resource for America. Our commitment to coal cannot waiver.
But to be success-ful in confronting the energy and environmental challenges before us, we cannot
continue the business as usual approach. We must continually ask if we are efficiently using our
taxpayer investments to achieve a cleaner, more sustainable, more afford-able and more secure
energy future. Where we are not, we must make changes. That is the difficult responsibility of
leadership. And that is exactly what we are doing with the FutureGen program. PREPARED
STATEMENT Mr. Chairman, I know that you and the other Senators have questions for me. So at
this time I would like to enter my written statement for the record. Thank you....
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