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men perpetually clamed with each other, and were at length obliged to submit to restraint. But as
despotism must accomplish what reason is yet unable to perform, those structures of policy and
religion, which present themselves to us as pyramids and temples of the ancient world in eternal
traditions, arose in the south of Asia: valuable documents for the history of our species, teaching us,
in every fragment, how much the cultivation of human reason has cost mankind. CHAPTER I. China.
I N the eastern corner of Asia, at the feet of the mountains, lies a country, which calls itself the oldest
of nations, the central flower of the world; and it certainly is one of the most ancient, and most
remarkable. This is China. Not so large as Europe, it boasts a greater number of inhabitants in
proportion than this...
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