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Conference of Chiefs of Customs Laboratories: Held at the Port of New York, March 6-9, 1916 The following members attended the conference: F. J.
Bates, Washington, D. C.; E. R. Pickrell, New York, N. Y; J. A. Hynes, Chicago, Ill.; C. S. Curtis, Kansas City, Mo.; L. B. McSorley, Philadelphia, Pa.; W. L.
Howell, New Orleans, La.; F. D. Simons, Baltimore, Md.; D. L. Coburn, Boston, Mass.; and Fred West, San Francisco, Cal. The conference convened at
10.30 a. m. and was called to order by Mr. Bates. Mr. Bates. Gentlemen, it gives me more pleasure than I can express to call the first, and let us hope
the annual, conference of the chiefs of our customs laboratories to order. Unfortunately neither Assistant Secretary Peters nor the Chief of the
Customs Division, Mr. Halstead, is able to be with us. I was only apprised of this fact on Saturday by receiving letters from each, which I am sure will
be of interest to the members of the conference. These letters are as follows. The first is from Mr. Peters: March 3, 1916. My Dear Mr. Bates: It is with
genuine regret that I find myself unable to attend the session of the Conference of Customs Chemists to be held In New York next week. Were it not
for the fact that I sail for South America on the 7th I would most certainly have arranged to be present at the opening session of your conference. I
appreciate fully the importance of such gatherings, which has been demonstrated by the excellent results obtained from the conferences of
collectors of customs, appraisers of merchandise, and special agents, and I am anticipating...
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