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*****.Being a fine evening, they proceeded on foot. In about an hour aEer setting out, they approached the village, which lay in a beautiful valley
below them. Sounds of mirth and music rose like a distant murmur on the air, and mingled with the songs of birds and insects. Then the sun went
down, and in a few minutes it grew dark, while the brilliant fire-flies began their nocturnal gambols. Suddenly a bright flame burst over the village,
and a flight of magnificent rockets shot up into the sky, and burst in a hundred bright and variously-coloured stars, which paled for a few seconds
the lights of nature. But they vanished in a moment, and the clear stars shed abroad their undying lustre, -seeming, in their quiet unfading beauty, a
gentle satire on the short-lived and garish productions of man.
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