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for a time he passes back into the secrecy of his simple life; changed, indeed, because of the great thoughts which were stirred in him, and because
already he felt in some degree the burden of coming responsibilities. Samuel was directed to fill his horn with the con-His anointing. secrating oil,
which was used for the anointing of priests, prophets, and kings, and go to Bethlehem, where the future king of Israel would be pointed out to him.
On a pretext of sacrifice, possibly, as a tradition suggests, as cleansing away some sin committed in the district, and so disguising the real
significance of his errand, Samuel went to Bethlehem. Before the feast began, which usually followed such sacrifices, he waited to execute his higher
mission. Sam. ix. J3, 22 He did not yet know the Lords purpose more distinctly than this--the future king was a son of Jesse. He expressed the feeling
which had led to the selection of Saul, by fixing on the handsome Eliab, but was at once reminded that the Lords conditions of suitability and
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