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***xx Excerpt from The International Revision Commentary on the New Testament, Vol. 5: Based Upon the Revised Version of 1881; The Acts of the
Apostles The Acts is distinguished sharply from the Epistles by its contents. Paul, Peter, John. James and Jude in their letters are concerned with
doctrinal discussions, and practical exhortations encouraging believers to stedfastness, or warning them against evil practices. The Acts is a
missionary record, and not a doctrinal or parenetical treatise. It is a record of activities rather than beliefs, of deeds rather than doctrines. It is a
statement of the extension of the Christian faith in individual hearts and geographical centres, the obstacles opposing it, and the courage and
constancy of the Apostles and their co-laborers. On the other hand, the Epistles of Paul cannot be exhaustively understood without the historical
details which the Acts supplies. The main events recorded in this book are the following. After Jesus had ascended, leaving as his legacy the promise
of the Holy Ghost (1: 5), the Apostles meet in an upper room in Jerusalem, and till the place made vacant in their number by the suicide of Judas. On
the day of Pentecost the Holy Ghost is poured out, and Peter preaches his first sermon, urging a large audience of Jews to believe in Christ and be
baptized (ch. 2). The Apostles for the present make Jerusalem the scene of their labors. The Jewish authorities from the beginning offer opposition
to their preaching, but succeed neither in crushing the new sect out of existence, nor in suppressing it into silence. The Church increases rapidly in
numbers, but the self-sacrifices and devotion of the body of...
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