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*****.From. To the Indulgent Reader Such helter-skelter rig-a-marole as this is a pudding that needs a rare sauce of indulgence to drench its wild
taste; though if you will, it should still be eaten hot from the spoon. These be parlous days for the stylist when a new-shaped phrase or a crooked
word makes the girls jump a page, hoping to light on sober verity. Now, though I write this with my leF hand while my wits were astray over the
candle, though my Lady have no soul and my book no manners, you must not think Fancy may not have her way, too, in this arid time, if she but
knock on the right door. One may create as well as construct, and there are bricks not made of experience. Nor do such airy castles always perish in
the night. So, though all this happened before Holywell Street fed the Strand with its trickling stream of antiquity, ere San Francisco became
unpicturesque with iron frames, while yet the Boston Symphony rehearsed in the old Music Hall, and before the Metropolitan tower had carried New
York s exclamatory note in architecture uptown -- Romance does not die, and there is still material for Fancy. My tale needs not verisimilitude to
sustain its life; let my grandchildren bear me out. If you are for a fiction plugged with propriety, sobriety, and the Magazine virtues, with sincerity,
conviction, and all that, go soak in the monthlies! the periodical orthodoxy of the day. But if you have antennae, if you are for the far ends of the
spectrum, if you can count corpuscles, I cry you mercy when you see where abandon may go, withal,...
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