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****x* Excerpt from The National Currency: And on the Repeal of the Specific Contract Act of the State of California; Notes of an Extemporaneous
Address Mr. Cheesman having been introduced by Ex-Governor Stanford, said: Mr. President, Gentlemen of the Legislature, and Citizens of
Sacramento: On the 11th of February, 1861, three years ago, Abraham Lincoln, President elect of the United States of America, as he was bidding
adieu to his neighbors and friends at the railroad depot of Springfield, Illinois, implored the Divine blessing and the prayers of his fellow-men upon
the journey he was about to undertake, and the course he was about to pursue, in deference to the wishes of the American people, as expressed at
the elections that had then been recently held. He there commenced a journey, and an epoch was inaugurated, which, in its results, combined more
importance and involved greater responsibilities than any other man had ever before assumed since the first morning of Time. He had been called
to preside over a nation founded in 1776, and which, from that time, with a few unimportant exceptions, had enjoyed profound peace and quietude
within its borders, but which was then beginning to be disturbed through the agency, to a certain extent, of a pernicious doctrine, promulgated at
Charleston, S. C., in 1832, and which had gone on gathering and increasing in intensity and violence until in the early spring of the year 1861 the
dark cloud which lowered over our once happy country was ready to burst with all the violence and vehemence of a tropical storm. Human
passions had become aroused by traitors, and treason had commenced its diabolical work. The...
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