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Oliver Goldsmith, Vol. 4 of 4: Biographies, Reviews, Animated Nature, Cock Lane Ghost, Vida s Game of Chess, Letters When he had passed the usual
time at college, his father was resolved to remove him home; by which means he might at once have an opportunity of seeing the world, and
finishing his education. The world was too dangerous a scene for a youth of passions as strong as his imagination; in love with pleasure, and as yet
seeing human nature only on the pleasing side. But his father, either not considering, or regardless of these precau tions, gave him an apartment in
his own house, and indulged him, though but a boy of fifteen, in a degree of liberty which others are not allowed tilla more advanced age. The truth
is, the old man mistook his son s know ledge for prudence, and imagined that a lad so very wise in conversation would be equally so in action. In this
he was deceived: Voltaire was a youth of exquisite sensibility, and men of such dispositions generally feel pleasure with a double relish: he had a
constitution though not strong, yet delicately pliant, and sucha disposition as inclined him to society. His visage, which was thin, might, at first view,
have passed for indifi erent; but when he spoke it caught inefi able graces, and his soul seemed beaming through his eyes. His stature was about
middle size, and his person, upon the whole, not at all disagreeable. Thus furnished, our young poet launched out into all the excesses of refined
debauchery. There are in every great city a set of battered beaus, who, too old for...
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