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***xx Excerpt from Catalogue of the Printed Books and Manuscripts Bequeathed by Francis Douce, Esq.: To the Bodleian Library Francis Douce, of
whose magnificent library, by his bequest united to the Bodleian, the following Catalogue is now presented to the public, was descended from a
respectable family in Hampshire. He was born in London in 1757 and died at his house in Gower Street on the thirtieth of March 1834, at the
advanced age of seventy-seven years. It may appear perhaps strange, that a man of so much general reading and of such vast information should
not be more known to the world by his published writings; for when we have enumerated the Illustrations of Shakespeare the Dissertation upon the
engraved figures attributed to Holbein and others representing the Dance of Death, added to a few articles in the Archaeologia we have little
remaining upon which to rest his fame as an author. But it seems probable that the result of his reading, although lost to the present generation,
remains yet to be enjoyed by their posterity. We allude to his Note Books and other Manuscript Collections deposited in the British Museum, not to be
unsealed until the first of January 1900. In giving a general outline of his collection, we may proceed in the first place to invite the attention of the
reader to the Manuscripts. Of these it may be remarked, that as the favourite pursuit of the Collector was to illustrate the history of the manners,
customs and language of his own country, it is not surprising that the greater proportion of them should have a direct connection with such an
inquiry. Accordingly we find...
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