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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Spiritual
Body In the rath Chapter of the Second Epistle to the Corinthians the Apostle attempts to describe it. About fourteen years before the time of writing
(that is to say in 43 or 44 a.d.) he had a wonderful experience in which his spiritual consciousness had for the time been so enlarged that he hardly
seemed to be the same individual and in speaking of that which he in this state of rapture became, he speaks of himself as having been changed
almost into a di@erent person. The experience is beyond human utterance, but the important point to notice for the present purpose is a phrase
repeated twice over in ahnost the same words. He says he does not know whether he was in the body or out of the body at that time. He is straining
thought and language to express something that is too great for speech. In one sense he felt he was in the body, in another sense he felt he was
outside it. That was the strange paradox. In that moment of ecstatic vision the spiritual body, which had grown strong within its sheltering prison,
broke loose for a time and performed its spiritual functions unhampered by the grosser body of the ?esh. And thus he was both within the body and
without it at the same instant. He was within the spiritual body which with its ethereal movements was a perfect vehicle of his ecstatic experience,
and he was outside the natural body which for that short time of rapture had almost been cast o@. Thus St. Paul knew by experience that there is a
spiritual body. As to the nature of this...
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