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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.An excerpt from the Introduction - The Other Thing. THE mesh of the net is very fine; so fine that even when the
eye of the would-be observer is pressed close to this apparently impervious web, nothing can be seen. It is true that the scientist who habitually
adopts this method of peering is occasionally visited by an impression of something bright beyond, something that shines. But he hardly ever
records that impression. It is so elusive; and it comes only at those times when he is not deliberately seeking it. This impression of something elusive
that shines cannot be counted as a contribution to exact knowledge. Other methods of observation, all the tricks and devices of the impatient to
penetrate this veil about us, are little more successful. Nevertheless we are stirred now and again by exciting reports of discovery. Some mystic, or
poet, or philosopher, or it may be a professed researcher into the immediate He claims to have seen or heard or experienced occasionally even to
have touched! this commonly invisible, inaudible, intangible other thing. There is no news more wonderful than this, and our senses are stirred by
strange thrills and ecstasies of hope. But always, after a little while, doubt returns. The great news appears on reflection to lack the authentic touch.
At the moment we receive it, we respond without reservation. For a time we believe that we, too, have had a vision of the other thing. And, then, it is
as if the tiny opening had drawn together again, and we find an explanation. Nothing in the world is more depressing than an explanation. It is like
dull,...
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