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New Book. Zen art poses a conundrum. On the one hand, Zen Buddhism emphasizes the concept of
emptiness, which among other things asserts that form is empty, that all phenomena in the world
are illusory. On the other hand, a prodigious amount of artwork has been created in association
with Zen thought and practice. A wide range of media, genres, expressive modes, and strategies of
representation have been embraced to convey the idea of emptiness. Form has been used to express
the essence of formlessness, and in Japan, this gave rise to a remarkable, highly diverse array of
artworks and a tradition of self-negating art.In this volume, Yukio Lippit explores the painting The
Gourd and the Catfish (ca. 1413), widely considered one of the most iconic works of Japanese Zen
art today. Its subject matter appears straightforward enough: a man standing on a bank holds a
gourd in both hands, attempting to capture or pin down the catfish swimming in the stream below.
This is an impossible task, a nonsensical act underscored by the awkwardness with which the figure
struggles even to hold his gourd. But this...
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Reviews

It is simple in study easier to comprehend. It is one of the most awesome ebook i have read through. You wont truly feel monotony at at any moment of
your respective time (that's what catalogs are for concerning in the event you question me).
-- Clint Spor er  

The very best publication i at any time study. It really is basic but shocks inside the fiDy percent of the ebook. It is extremely diEicult to leave it before
concluding, once you begin to read the book.
-- Ma r lin Swift   
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