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***** From the Preface: THE history of Ireland is shown in the few contents of this little volume, not to be wanting in evidence favourable to the
advent of a peaceful and prosperous union of that island of Celts, or by whatever name its mixed inhabitants of many origins are to be known, with
the people of Great Britain, composed of no less diverse races. Hitherto, indeed, such union, although earnestly sought by the wisest, has been
utterly unattainable in consequence of the deep-seated vicious desire of territorial conquests prevailing over the better sense of constitutional duty,
signified by the solemn declaration in an Act of Parliament, that, to make wars for conquest s sake is repugnant to the wishes and genius of the
British people. That welcome evidence will, however, be accepted without reluctance. Yet, notwithstanding its force, good writers continue to hold to
this day, and they are supported by a common belief, that some mysterious adverse temperaments naturally divide our respective populations,
fixing them eternally in hostile camps. Long ago, on the other hand, in a like controversy, it was maintained sagaciously, that striking discrepancies
in the social conditions of different nations, have a more intelligible source in the character of governments, not in climate or parentage. Surely,
moreover, even the few authentic facts here produced must, although much neglected by statesmen, tend triumphantly to silence the wretched
strife so long ruinous to Ireland, nor less costly to Great Britain. Nor is anything here offered for consideration, essentially inconsistent with the vast
historical stores now at length opening among us officially in order to clear up all past obscurities in the national annals. The speculative prospect...
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