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Canaveral, Cape (Cape). Excerpt: . . . Chapter Two: Climatic Change: Rising Water Levels and Prehistoric Human Occupation, ca. 12, 000 BCE-ca. 1500
CE The site of todays beaches at Canaveral National During the 12, 000 or more years of human occu-Seashore may have been located on sites 40 to
50 pation of Florida, humans, animals, and plants have miles inland during periods of lowest sea level. With adjusted to changing environmental
conditions water tables much lower, freshwater lay much resulting from climatic fluctuations. As the envi-farther below the surface than today and
water was ronment changed, many areas experienced larger more scarce. Probably many of the sites occupied by population levels. These people
developed new sur-humans during this Paleoindian Period ( ca. 12, 000 vival and economic pursuits in response to their BCE to 7500 BCE ) are today
inundated because of environment. The Seashore is located where even the higher levels of the ocean, limiting our access to minimal change in the
level of the sea drastically evidence of their activities. Most Paleoindian sites in aBects the corresponding character of the land, with Florida occur in
regions of Tertiary limestone for-variations in sea level producing changes in the mix mation, where water holes existed. Humans and of dry land,
seashore, and tidal marsh. Human habi-game animals were drawn to the same watering tation and activities in and around the Seashore holes,
making them attractive for hunting by were and remain quite sensitive to any variations in 10 humans as well. However, the Seashore does not lie
water levels. This brief...
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