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University of Pennsylvania Press, United States, 2012. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. During the twentieth century
sound underwent a dramatic transformation as new technologies and social practices challenged conventional aural experience. As a result, sound
functioned as a means to exert social, cultural, and political power in unprecedented and unexpected ways. The fleeting nature of sound has long
made it a difficult topic for historical study, but innovative scholars have recently begun to analyze the sonic traces of the past using innovative
approaches. Sound in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction investigates sound as part of the social construction of historical experience and as an
element of the sensory relationship people have to the world, showing how hearing and listening can inform people s feelings, ideas, decisions, and
actions. The essays in Sound in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction uncover the varying dimensions of sound in twentieth-century history. Together
they connect a host of disparate concerns, from issues of gender and technology to contests over intellectual property and government regulation.
Topics covered range from debates over listening practices and good citizenship in the 1930s, to Tokyo Rose and Axis radio propaganda during
World War I, to CB-radio culture on the freeways of Los Angeles in the 1970s. These and other studies reveal the contingent nature of aural
experience and demonstrate how a better grasp of the culture of sound can enhance our understanding of the past.
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