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Vintage. Paperback. Condition: New. 607 pages. Dimensions: 8.0in. x 5.3in. x 1.0in.A Country of Strangers is a magnificent exploration of the
psychological landscape where blacks and whites meet. To tell the story in human rather than abstract terms, the Pulitzer Prize-winning writer
David K. Shipler bypasses both extremists and celebrities and takes us among ordinary Americans as they encounter one another across racial lines.
We learn how blacks and whites see each other, how they interpret each others behavior, and how certain damaging images and assumptions seep
into the actions of even the most unbiased. We penetrate into dimensions of stereotyping and discrimination that are usually invisible, and discover
the unseen prejudices and privileges of white Americans, and what black Americans make of them. We explore the competing impulses of
integration and separation: the reference points by which the races navigate as they venture out and then withdraw; the biculturalism that many
blacks perfect as they move back and forth between the white and black worlds, and the homesickness some blacks feel for the comfort of all-black
separateness. There are portrayals of interracial families and their multiracial children--expert guides through the clashes created by racial
blending in America. We see how whites and blacks each carry the burden of our history. Black-white stereotypes are dissected: the physical bodies
that we see, the mental qualities we imagine, the moral character we attribute to others and to ourselves, the violence we fear, the power we seek or
are loath to relinquish. The book makes clear that we have the ability to shape our racial landscape--to reconstruct, even if not perfectly, the texture
of our relationships. There is an assessment of the complexity confronting blacks and whites alike as they struggle to recognize and define the racial
motivations that may or may not...
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