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***x* Excerpt from Chicago Magazine, 1857: The West as It Is The Association in whose name this Magazine is published, have undertaken this work,
they trust, with a consciousness of its responsibilities and the difficulties that must be encountered. But the self-evident importance of a publication
of this kind is their justification, and their reliance for the support that will be needed for its continuance. We are conscious that the world is full of
Magazines, and various periodical publications, enlisted for the advocacy of every department of human knowledge and human progress; that
there are a number of very valuable and popular monthlies, which flow into every ramification of society, forming an apparent monopoly of
magazinedom so that, it would seem, there is not room enough even for one more in the world s literary omnibus. Well, if it be so, we are content to
take an outside passage, for we belong to that particular genus of enterprises that likes an open sea of experiment an open range, with vision
unchecked, in a pure outside atmosphere. Like the outside rider, on the slow coach of exploration over our new western regions, in days not long
gone, we are conscious of our position; that we are in a great country, where there is room enough for all, the largest liberty for every body, and
every thing, with a fair chance of success to all; and in the characteristic Western phrase, the largest number of persimmons to the longest pole. Our
title sets forth that this is to be a Chicago Magazine, and that it is to portray the West as it is. There is a concentration of glorious destiny...
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