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*x*x*x* Excerpt from An Evolution in Politics Even before the discovery of America men had dreamed that sometime a new world would be found
beyond the western ocean, in which the most significant acts in the great human drama should be staged. After the founding of the colonies along
the Atlantic seaboard, and especially after the pulses of a nascent national life were felt, the ancient prophecies became very definitely the
inspiration of the loftiest conceptions touching the destiny of America. In 1784 Dr. Richard Price only voiced the quite prevalent opinion among
earnest and thoughtful men when he declared that the era opened by the accomplishment of American Independence would witness a general
diffusion of the principles of humanity. This idea, which has been a frequent theme of the greatest and sincerest of our patriots and statesmen,
found fitting expression about a year ago in these words of the illustrious present Chief Executive of the Nation: America has a great cause which is
not confined to the American Continent. It is a cause of humanity itself. In the attempt to realize this destiny the American people, under the
leadership of George Washington, threw off the yoke of foreign rule; under the guidance of Abraham Lincoln they abolished an institution that held
a deeper bondage for the white man s soul than for the black man s body; and now, under the captaincy of Woodrow Wilson, they have begun the
overthrow of privilege, the equalization of opportunity, and the political and industrial enfranchisement of the average man. Splendid as were the
first two struggles mentioned, it is obvious that the third, if it be equally successful, must prove...
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