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Distinctive Characteristics of Ancient Irish Melody: The Scales, a Plea for Restoration and Preservation, Being a Lecture Read on Monday Evening,
15th February, 1897, Before the National Literary SocietyAmong the many by-paths of musical study it would scarcely be possible to find any avenue
more attractive, or more likely to delight the leisure of the musical student, than that which runs far back into the shades of antiquity, and traverses
the widely-spread and mysterious regions of ancient Folk-song. Among such scenes we propose to-night for awhile to linger. In paying a visit of
inquiry to these remote regions we need not - we shall not - regard with any less aEection the more frequented parts of the musical field. On the
contrary we shall see with a better informed mind the true position of all things, and with a surer judgment gauge their relative value. We may even
venture to promise to any musical student who will study the truth in National music, many an added ornament, and powerful and ever fresh
resources in expression. In Folk-song, Poetry and Music grow and blossom together to infold and complete each other like melody and harmony,
and thus completed they form an emotional record telling what manner of men they were who sang these songs - what they loved - how they lived.
Supposing skill to be equal, it is with individual musicians (whether composers or performers) as it is with nations. Dreamers and sentimentalists,
and men of energetic and vigorous habits, the happy and contented, and those who are suEering under oppression and misery, will make music of
a diverse character. To take an example - energy of character and...
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