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Forgotten Books. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 514 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 1.0in.Excerpt from Natural
Science, Vol. 15In the June number of Natural Science, we had occasion to remark that comparative psychology is the most anarchic department
within the naturalists province. This is due to several causes: in part to the fact that, as we said, this field is oBen a happy hunting-ground for the
crank, in part to a lamentable want of agreement in the use of psychological terms, and in part to the lack of any co-ordinated body of critical and
adequately-trained opinion on the subject. The average press critique of a work on the instincts and intelligence of animals reveals the fact that
there are comparatively few men to whom an editor can appeal with confidence that they have a suEicient background of knowledge to enable
them to realise the true nature of the problems which are discussed. The more popular and superficial the interpretation in a work under review,
and the more closely it accords with the current prejudices of those who, without special study, think they understand, not only mental products, but
(a far more diEicult matter) the subtle processes by which they are reached, the more likely is it to be hailed as the expression of the plain common
sense view of the question. Two articles are devoted to comparative psychology in the May number of the Psychological Review: one by Prof. Wesley
Mills on The Nature of Animal Intelligence, and the Methods of investigating it; the other by Prof. E. Thorndike on The Instinctive Reaction of Young
Chicks. The main object of the former writer is to criticise some of the previous work of the latter. The monograph by Prof. Thorndike thus criticised
was reviewed in these...
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R emin d in g o r Y ellin g      
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