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Not often did the Majestic, so freely patronised by the stockbroker and the newly-rich, hold as guest any person equalling the Prince in social
distinction, yet at the same time so modest and retiring. The blatant persons overcrowding the hotel that August Sunday, those pompous, red-faced
men in summer clothes and white boots, and those over-dressed women in cream silk blouses and golden chatelaines, mostly denizens of
Kensington or Regent s Park, had been surprised when an hour ago he had walked along the hall and gone outside to speak with his chauffeur. He
was so very good-looking, such a sportsman, and so very English they whispered. And half of those City men s wives were instantly dying for an
opportunity of speaking with him, so that they could return to their suburban friends and tell of their acquaintance with the cousin of his Imperial
Majesty the Kaiser. But Prince Albert of Hesse-Holstein was thinking of other things. He had no use for that over-fed Sunday crowd, with their slang
chatter, their motor-cars and their gossip of bithneth, through which he had just passed. He drew half a dozen times at his yellow Russian cigarette,
tossed it away, and lit another. He was thinking of his visitor who had just left, and-well, there remained a nasty taste in his mouth. The man had
told him something-something that was not exactly pleasant.
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