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One hundred pounds! | never thought that | should possess such a sum in my life. One hundred pounds! what should | do with it? My mother was
astonished, and then fell into a very grave mood. Virginia was pleased, but appeared to care less about it than | thought she would have done. My
father came in as usual with Ben the Whaler, and | read the letter. Why, Tom, that s about as much prize-money as | have made in all my sarvice,
said my father, and you ve been afloat only four months. Come, missis, send for some beer, and let us drink Tom s health and success to him. God
bless you, my boy! the papers say you deserved it, and that s better than your getting it. | m proud of you; | am, indeed, my boy. Your father s proud
of you, Tom.
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