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LinkDespite these initial perplexities | soon discovered that | was deeply in love with the place. The rustic stone lean-to, the verdant woods, the
rugged mountains, the fresh, crisp air, thrilled me. Was it the saffron glow of the setting sun over Massanutten Mountain that charmed me most Or
the hush of twilight and the twitter of birds settling for the night that awakened within me feelings too deep for words Or could it have been the
sharp tinkle of the spring-fed stream, whose waters rippled over the stones and splashed in numerous miniature falls down into the valley Or the
soothing, nocturnal call of the whippoorwill on the nearby mountainside that endeared Hawksbill to me Yes, it was these - and more. Above all else
was the consciousness that the One who had made these things for man to enjoy was present by His Spirit to unlock natures secrets and teach me
the wonder and wisdom of His ways. However it came, the love for the Trail born in my heart during that first week end eleven years ago has
deepened and broadened into an affection. What is the Appalachian Trail Where does it start Where does it lead These are important questions,
because, whether you realize it or not, over eighty million Americans live within half a days drive of this super trail, which begins at Mount Katahdin,
in Maine, and winds for 2, 028 miles down the natural backbone of the eastern States along the Appalachians to Mount Oglethorpe, in Georgia. The
Appalachian Trail is thus the longest marked and maintained footpath in the world. In contrast, the John Muir Trail, which traverses some of the...
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